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“Now, with the Framework, librarians 

can use the threshold concepts as 

metaphors to establish a connection 

between creativity and knowledge, 

making information literacy much more 

relatable and relevant to young 

artists.” 

Garcia, L.,&Labatte, J. (2015). Threshold concepts 

as metaphors for the creative process: Adapting the 

framework for information literacy to studio art 

classes. Art Documentation: Journal of the Art 

Libraries Society of North America, 34(2), 235-248. 

doi:10.1086/683383

“[W]riting about the Louisiana Native 

Guards in my last collection, Native Guard, 

I recount the history of an imagined soldier 

who is a probable human being. He could 

have existed. I used the research to 

imagine him and the historical setting he 

was in, the actual events of a particular 

historical moment.” 
From ”The Public Life of Poetry: An interview with Natasha 

Trethewey” Jennifer Change interviews Natasha Trethewey. (2013). 
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January 1863 

O how history intersects–my own berth

upon a ship called the Northern Star 

and I’m delivered into a new life,

Fort Massachusetts: a great irony–

both path and destination of freedom

I’d not dared to travel. Here, now, I walk

ankle-deep in sand, fly-bitten, nearly 

smothered by heat, and yet I can look out

upon the Gulf and see the surf breaking,

tossing the ships, the great gunboat bobbing

on the water. And are we not the same,

slaves in the hands of the master, destiny?

–night sky red with promise of fortune,

dawn pink as new flesh: healing, unfettered. 

Excerpt from “Native Guard” 
from Native Guard (2007) 

by Natasha Trethewey
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In the quote above, Trethewey 

describes how she uses research in her 

writing. The excerpt from “Native 

Guard” is an example of how Trethewey 

utilizes research to shape the diction, 

tone, voice, and imagery of a particular 

poem. This example illustrates how 

important research can be to creative 

writers as they go about their craft. 
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