
 

DEMYSTIFING PAYWALLS 
REUSABLE SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION LESSONS FOR UNDERGRADUATES 

Information privilege  |  Journal prestige  |  Paywalls & info costs 

    Scale of scholarly publishing  |  subscription & open access 
Lesson topics: 

  

Project Goals: 
 Lower the barriers to librarians interested in 

teaching scholarly communications topics 

 Increase awareness on campus among students 

about the cost of scholarly publications 

 

Project Outcomes: 

 Adaptable, shareable mini-lessons 

 Open Access Week pop-up exhibit 

SAMPLE MINI-LESSON:  Information Privilege 
 
KEY TAKEAWAY: 
There are barriers to information access that people might 
encounter due to their geography, access to technology, 
identity, status, financial situation, etc. 
 
QUICK MENTION: 
Mention to students that they will rarely encounter 
anything they can't get through their university library, but 
many students at smaller colleges or researchers outside 
of the US and western Europe may face significant barriers 
to getting the academic material they need. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: 
Should access to scholarly information be free? Why, or 
why not? 
 
GRAPHICS & MEDIA:  
Lessons include memes, images, and graphics. 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
Case Studies & Scenarios 
Information Privilege Walk 
 
STUDENT READINGS: 
Rogers, A. (2017). It's gonna get a lot easier to break 
science journal paywalls. Wired. 

Mix & re-use all Lessons @ 
bit.ly/scholcomm101 
 

Project Team: 
Elena Feinstein, Haley Walton, Ryan Denniston, Hannah Rozear 

Duke University, Research & Instructional Services Department   
 

 
Questions?  
Hannah Rozear 
Hannah.rozear@duke.edu 

I had lots of books at home 

I had access to books in my first  

language and books about my culture 

My school prepared me well for college-
level research (ex. citing, finding &  

evaluating sources) 

My high school had access to 
scholarly databases (ex. JSTOR) 

If a book or article isn’t in my library, I 
can request a free copy of it from 

another library 

My university subscribes to citation and 
research software (ex. EndNote) 

I have access to any databases and journals 
I need through my university library 

I am able to purchase textbooks 
for all my courses 

My university has a special  

collections library 

My university library hasn’t 
had major budget cuts 

My professor provides students 
with the full text to course readings 

I have a personal computer and 
smartphone with unlimited data/

internet access 

My professors encourage 
academic freedom 

My high school had a  

library and librarian 

My high school had a lot of  

technology 

I could get to a public library in 
my hometown 

I had easy access to the internet 
growing up 

I had to write research papers in 
high school 

My high school had a lot of AP 
offerings 

College High School 


